
Elements of Photojournalism  
Good photos tell a story better than the text that comes with it. And in 
order to tell a story, your photos should have the following elements: 
 
1. Humans or people 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2. Emotions, i.e. facial or non-verbal expressions 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. Action 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. Something extraordinary or unusual  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Your photos should focus on the faces of people, not on their backs or the backs 
of their heads. Take photos of people in action; of people doing things. Avoid taking 
photos of people shaking hands or handing out awards as these tend to bore the 
audience. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Make sure that your subject is always in focus. Know what subject should be. 
When taking photos of people stranded because of a storm, your focus should be on 
the people, not on the torrent of rains. If you want to focus on the rain, your story 
should be about the storm, not the stranded people. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Always take note of the angle of the shots you are taking. To make sure that you 
choose the right angle, take a couple of shots in different perspectives. This is similar 
to what film directors do when they want to capture the scenes of their movies in 
different points of view. 
 

 


