
What Is Photojournalism 
 
1. Photojournalism is relevant. 
The main objective of photojournalism is to tell a story better than the text 
or write-up that usually accompanies the photos. Therefore, it should 
capture images that have meaning or relevance to the story being told. 
 

 
 
2. Photojournalism is timely. 
Photojournalism should tackle current issues. It should feature something 
that’s on the news, or something people are talking about. This will make 
the images more interesting to the audience or reader. 
 

 
 
After her triumph in the London Olympics, for example, numerous photos 
of US gymnast Gabrielle “Gabby” Douglas in action were spread 
throughout the Internet. These photos were accompanied by short 
descriptions of how Gabby captured the attention of the crowd and the 
judges. The images helped people from different parts of the world to 
experience her victory and celebrate with her. 
 



3. Photojournalism is objective. 
Photojournalism is not biased. It does not take sides. Therefore, the 
images should accurately show events as they are. The most important 
thing is for him to present the images as is. 
 
The secret is not to force the situation. For example, a photojournalist 
shooting a burial scene should not force his subject to shed tears because 
he wants to create a dramatic effect. Real emotions are captured candidly. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. Photojournalism is narrative. 
Photojournalism works best if it is presented as a narrative. The photos 
should come with a short write-up or article stating important facts about 
the incident or event. It should tell a story. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5. Aesthetically Interesting 
Photos with the right focus, angle, color and composition will attract more 
people than those that come out blurry or unfocused. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


