
Light & Lighting

Quality
Direction
Color





Hard Light – mid-day direct sunlight
High contrast deep hard edge shadows
Intense colors



Soft Light – low light
low contrast faint shadows     
subtle tones and richness 
bold primary colors

note the brightness of boys shirt 
and yellow flowers



Defused lighting – fog
reduced contrast muted colors
sense of atmosphere



Defused Light – dust & mist
low contrast faint shadows     
subtle tones and richness



Front Lighting –
over shoulder behind 
the photographer

rich color rendition
flat look



Side Lighting
pockets of contrast
emphasize textures contours
increase sense of depth



Back Lighting – silhouette
no detail in subject 
bright background



Back Lighting – silhouette
no detail in subject 
bright background



Glowing Light – from within 
the photograph

bright colors
high contras from rest of photo



Glowing Light – from 
within the photograph

bright colors
high contras from rest of photo



Reflective Light –
water, windows, mirrors, etc.

very graphic shimmer
translucent



Warm Light – sunset & sunrise
yellow or orange glows     
good for architecture & landscapes



Cool Light – dusk and dawn 
blue light
emphasizes cold


